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See What Kind of King You Have!
I.  He faithfully testifies to the Truth.
II.   Listen to Him.
33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” 36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

The mid-term elections are over.  Aren’t you happy?  No more nasty advertisements on the television and radio.  No more campaign signs littering our boulevards.  But did you read the newspaper this past week?  Already people are complaining about their elected officials not keeping promises.  The News Enterprise had a large editorial column chastising the members of a particular city council who switched their meeting time from 6pm to 1:30pm.  In their campaign promises these council members pledged to listen to the people of their community.  According to the writer of the article the council appears not to allow the people of this community to voice their opinions.  How many people can leave work at 1:30pm to attend the city meetings?  The writer of the editorial commented that we want leaders who make promises and keep them.  

I think that’s true a statement.  We want leaders who tell the truth and keep their promises.  The gospel writer John shares good news with you this morning.  You have a Leader who always speaks the truth and who never fails to keep his promises.  He is no ordinary city council member.  He is a King, the King.  You can hold him accountable to his words because he faithfully testifies to the truth.  He also insists that the citizens of his kingdom do the same.  It is good for us, then, to listen to him.  
I.  He faithfully testifies to the Truth.

O.J. Simpson recently attempted to release a new book.  The contents of which probe the question, “What if I did it?”  What if I really killed my ex-wife and her friend?  If you think back to his trial you will remember that the public was well-informed as to the progress of the proceedings.  If you look at the trial that John describes for us today it was a little different.  There was no internet, no cable television and no streaming video.  John leads us into a room of the Praetorium, the official residence of Pontius Pilate, governor of the Roman province of Judea.  There the apostle records for us the private conversation between Pilate and Jesus.  
Pilate was in a situation.  On the one hand he had Pharisees shouting accusations to him and a rabble near riot stage.  On the other hand was this Jesus of Nazareth, who hardly looked like a rebel, didn’t resist arrest and did not care to defend himself against these serious allegations.  Pilate fully understood that the Jewish leaders had handed Jesus over so that they could execute him.  He also knew that this trial had to do their religious beliefs.  Pilate wasn’t much interested in that.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law were smart.  They brought forth new allegations that would peak Pilate’s interests and perhaps move him to rule in their favor.  “He opposes Caesar.  He opposes paying taxes to Caesar.  He claims to be Christ, a king.” (Luke 23:1-3)  These allegations walked close to treason.  So Pilate asked, “Are you the king of the Jews?”  Are you who you say you are, a Messiah?  Or are you a military king bent on rebellion?  

Notice Jesus’ reply, he answers a question with a question, “Did you come to that conclusion on your own or did this rabble persuade you to believe that?”  He’s chastising Pilate.  It’s improper for a judge to let the people sway your decision.  Pilate then responds, “Then, what have you done to deserve this?”  Jesus answers, “I have a kingdom, but it’s not what you think.  It’s a spiritual kingdom, a heavenly realm.  Think about this, Pilate.  If I were an earthly ruler, would I have been handed over to so easily?  Wouldn’t my subjects have fought to keep me free?”  Pilate thinks he has his answer, “You are a king, then!”  Listen to Jesus faithfully testify to the Truth!  “Yes, I am king!  But once again, it’s not what you were led to believe.  This is why I have come down from my heavenly throne to the world, this is my work as King; to testify to the Truth.”  
At this point in our American history it is unlikely that you will be called to stand before a judge and be threatened with the death penalty for speaking the truth of God’s Word.  Whether you realize it or not, you and I are always being called to stand before the Judge of heaven and earth and asked, “Are you testifying to the truth?”  Every Sunday you and I stand for the reading of the Gospel, out of respect for the words of our King.  With a smile on our faces we gladly sing the acclamation, “Praise be to you O Christ!”  Then we walk out of those doors and….what happened to our respect for the words of our King?  You and I hear the words of our King but so often we do not listen and act on those words.  This is a third commandment issue.  Some of you might be racking your brains and thinking, “What’s the third commandment?”  If we have to ask, it is another indication that we do not always listen intently to the Words of our King.  The Third Commandment: Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy.  Luther explains in his catechism: We should fear and love God that we do despise preaching and his Word, but regard it as holy and gladly hear and learn it.  
Despise preaching and his Word...  it’s the attitude that thinks, “Pastor is running long on his sermon today.  The service went a little long this morning.  Bible Class is running a little long today.”  So are we complaining that we get to listen to the Words of our King a little longer?  How else do I despise preaching and his Word?  When I do no always testify to the truth, especially when I know I may suffer for it; when I know I may be unpopular for speaking the truth, when I know I may offend others because I speak the truth.  I despise preaching and the Word when I do not testify to the truth in my words and actions.  On the outside I may demonstrate to my neighbors and coworkers that I am a faithful Christian by attending church on Sunday and going to Bible study, but then my words and actions demonstrate something totally different.  I need to ask myself, am I being a faithful testifier of the truth?  When I look at how poorly I obey this commandment it’s easy to see that I am not.   

We have been unfaithful subjects of the King.  How does our King feel about us when we act this way?  How does your employer feel when you and I are unfaithful with our job performance?  Disappointed, angry, and frustrated…  Your King feels the same way.  His anger is warranted.  My actions show me that I desperately need a Savior King. Thankfully we have a faithful King, who subjected himself for his subjects. 

Jesus said, “For this reason I was born.”  In the very first chapter of this gospel John tells us, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made.”  Jesus was God from eternity.  But he humbled himself even to the point of taking on the form of a human being.  He abandoned the comforts and joys of heaven to live in this sin-filled world and do this work, “For this reason I was born, to testify to the truth.”   Usually kings and princes have lackeys do their work for them.  But no, not this King.  He was born to testify to the Jews, his chosen people.  He was also born to share his witness to the Gentiles.  What was his witness?  That he was the promised Messiah, the Christ, the One Anointed by the Father to save the world, the One assigned to proclaim the truth that he is the Savior of the world.  

Not only did Jesus testify to the truth, he lived the truth in his life and death.  When you read the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke or John) you will see that so many times Jesus stood up for the truth, even when it wasn’t convenient for him, even when it meant he would be unpopular or offend some, and he did offend many people.  They couldn’t handle the truth that Jesus was the only way to salvation.  For this reason he was put to death.  Do you see what kind of King you have?  He faithfully testified to the truth even if it meant that his death sentence was sealed, even if it meant that he would stand before his people battered and bloody, even if it mean that he would be nailed to a tree, exposed and humiliated.  But this was the truth that he lived and died for.  This degradation meant your salvation.  Do you see what kind of King you have?  He faithfully testified to the truth.  Now, as subjects of his kingdom he asks that we do the same, to listen to him and be faithful witnesses of the truth.
II.  Listen to him.
In the midterm elections many campaign promises were made.  Politicians told me how they would promote programs to advance education, health benefits, pensions, support our military etc.  But I also appreciate the governmental leader who holds me, the citizen, responsible.  The late President Kennedy put it well, “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.”  In other words, “Get up off your butts and do something.  Be active citizens.”  Your King Jesus demands the same from the subjects of his kingdom.  In his discourse with Pilate he said, “Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” (vs37)   John the Baptist was on the side of truth.  He listened and faithfully testified that Jesus was the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  For testifying to that truth he was imprisoned ant later beheaded.  The apostles were on the side of truth.  They faithfully testified to the truth that Jesus was the Messiah who had lived, died, rose and was coming again soon.  For that testimony they were imprisoned, whipped, beaten, put in stocks, stoned to death, crucified and beheaded.  Your King Jesus tells you to listen to him and faithfully testify to the truth.  Here’s how you can do that.

I know that many of you have been engaged in a religious discussion of some sort or another with a coworker, family member or neighbor.  You have shared those stories that with me and I appreciate that.  If you sincerely care for that individual, and I know you do, and you sincerely want that individual to hear the truth of God’s Word ask them if they would be interested in attending a Bible class that does just that, studies the truths of the Bible.  I’m talking about our Bible Information Class.  Tell them that in this informal class they can ask as many questions as they want and won’t be humiliated.  They don’t have to read out loud if they don’t want to.  This new class will begin on Wednesdays in January.  Tell them that you’ll attend with them to explore the truth together  

Maybe you have family coming into town this Christmas season that doesn’t know the truth about the King of kings, or what he has done for them.  A way you can testify to the truth is to bring them to our church.  If they decline your invitation then demonstrate the importance of worshiping the King and listening to his Word and come to church without them.  They’ll be fine for two hours while you sing, pray and praise, search the Word together in Bible Class.  This is your witness to the truth.  Or maybe you’ll spend the Christmas season out-of-town.  Then find the closest WELS congregation and on Sunday morning or Christmas Eve make it a priority to attend worship.  Let them know that this is part of your spiritual habit, even on vacation.  Share with them that you still need to hear the Words of your King.  Listen to the King.  Be a faithful witness to the Truth.

Your local politicians may have already broken a promise.  It won’t be the first time.  When you and I examine ourselves we are no better.  We have been unfaithful with the Words of our King.  But you and I have a King who was always faithful with the truth for us as our substitute.  We have a King who witnessed the truth, even though it meant his death.  May his self-sacrifice move you to faithfully witness for him.  Amen.    
